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A referral sent the new owner to Kilgore, who designed a Puraflo system.

The driveway from the cabin to a small parking pad was too narrow for 

the 2009 Bobcat 331 mini-excavator, so Kilgore rented a wrecker to lower 

himself and the machine over the cliff and down to the 5-foot-square area 

between the back of the house and a dirt bank.

Heath Kilgore and a laborer laid plastic on the parking pad, then disas-

sembled the two biofilter modules and hauled the peat and gravel up the hill 

in 5-gallon buckets, stockpiling it beside the house. They dragged the fiber-

glass tubs up next, set them on blocks behind the house, and reassembled 

the media.

Instead of a gravel drainfield, Kilgore installed EZflow geosynthetic 

aggregate (Infiltrator Systems), becoming the first in the state to use it. When 

the system was finished, the wrecker returned to haul the excavator and 

Kilgore back up the cliff.

 

Staying focused
Many contractors won’t work on lots steeper than 35 percent, but Grave-

lator installs drainfields on terrain with up to 60 percent grades. They use a 

RotoMatic digging tool to cut steps down the side of the hill. If soils are good, 

they bench (terrace) the trench areas with the mini-excavator, enabling the 

equipment to sit level. “We do one ditch at a time and slide the chambers 

down the hill to it,” says Kilgore. “If we can’t use the excavator, we dig by 

hand.”

On one Eljen system, the excavator dug the trench, but the slope was too 

steep for the John Deere 3005 four-wheel drive landscape tractor to transport 

the sand. “We formed a bucket brigade and passed sand down from the top 

of the hill in 5-gallon pails,” says Kilgore. “The county health official said it 

couldn’t be done, but if there is a legal way to do it, we’ll figure it out.” It took 

five days to move the sand. 

Kilgore’s father taught him to forget his girlfriends and personal prob-

lems when climbing on equipment: “You have to be in charge of the machine 

and in control of yourself. I tell whoever is working with me that we will not 

hurry. We will stay focused to avoid mistakes and prevent accidents.” No 

one has been injured on any of the company’s jobs.

 

All in the family
Home to Gravelator is a 2,100-square-foot shop with 600-square-foot 

office addition on 12 acres. The fleet includes a 2006 John Deere 120-C 

excavator, 2009 Takeuchi TL130 rubber-track loader, 2011 Bobcat E45 

excavator, 1998 Mack 600 dump truck, 2003 Chevrolet C5500 flatbed 

truck, 2011 Ford F-450 Super Duty pickup truck, 2010 Chevrolet C-150 

pickup truck, and six equipment trailers.

In 1995, Kilgore’s wife left a full-time position to become Gravelator’s 

office manager, a job she had been doing on evenings and weekends. “Sha-

ron is the most integral part of the company,” says Kilgore. “She puts the 

“As I age, I want to remain involved in the industry and 

the Georgia Onsite Wastewater Association, and to keep 

learning about new technologies.”
Harold Kilgore

Owner Sharon Kilgore keeps everything in order back at the office in 
Talmo, Ga.

With Justin Kilgore keeping electrical lines under control, Heath (left) and 
Harold Kilgore lower a Liberty Pump into a grinding station in Blue Ridge, Ga.




